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RECENT EDUCATIONAI. DISCUSSION 25 

A Brief for Latin as the Universal Second Language^ 

1. The rapidly growing need of a universal second language for 
the uses of statesmen, scientists and business is self-evident. 

2. National jealousies will bar the acceptance of any national 
language for half a century or more. By that time English might 
grow into acceptance, but the world's need is too urgent for so long 
a wait. 

3. Esperanto is being strongly urged in Europe, especially in 
Eastern Europe, and is making headway. If a strong movement for 
Latin is not launched Esperanto may prevail. But, like other 
artificial languages, it is hard, dry and uninspiring. Moreover, it 
has no roots in the rich life and hterature of the past and there- 
fore no cultural quaUty. It is cut off by a Unguistic fault from the 
spiritual heritage of mankind. 

4. Latin, on the other hand, offers a practical and alluring solu- 
tion; but the simplest form of Latin that has had acceptance must 
be chosen if this difficult task of achieving its acceptance is to suc- 
ceed. 

5. Advantages of Latin: 

a. For more than a 1000 years Latin was the universal 
language of lettered Europe, the only universal language the 
world has had. 

b. Most living statesmen, teachers and scientists, and many 
lawyers and business men have enough basic Latin to learn to 
use a simple form of the language for writing, reading and 
speaking. 

c. The Roman Church and its schools, spread over the world, 
used Latin as the language for writing, reading and speaking. 

d. Nearly all the secondary schools and colleges of the world 
have Latin teachers who could easily learn, use and teach a 
simple form of the language as a living tongue, while, in the 
case of Esperanto, new teachers would have to be trained and 
1 A meeting of persons interested in the use of Latin as the Auxiliary Inter- 
national Language was held at the Century Club on January fourteenth. The 
enclosed statement was adopted and I was requested, as secretary of the meeting, 
to give it as wide publicity and secure as strong co-operation as possible from 
organizations that would probably be interested. 

Sincerely yours, 

Stephen P. Duggan, 
Director of the Institute of International Education. 
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employed everywhere, the subject would have to be injected 
into overcrowded curricula, and colleges and universities would 
have to be persuaded to accept the subject for admission and 
instruction — changes that decades probably could not effect. 

e, Latin is simpler in spelling and pronunciation than English, 
French or German, and no more complicated in syntax and idiom 
than French or German. 

/. If the United States takes the lead, and teaches Latin as 
a living tongue in its schools. Great Britain and her dominions,- 
France, Italy, Spain and South America, in all of which Latin 
is stronger than with us, and probably other coimtries will 
follow. And if Latin is taught as a living tongue it will perforce 
**rise from the dead.** 
6. Proposals: 

a. That this meeting endorse Latin as the universal second 
language. 

h. That this meeting recommend that Latin be taught in the 
schools and colleges of the United States and of other countries 
as a living tongue, with a view to its becoming the universal 
second language. 

c. That this meeting authorize a committee from its mem- 
bership to take appropriate steps to secure for this program the 
endorsement and aid of competent and influential individuals, 
societies and association. 
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